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A Morning at Udbhas: 
SCI Suppported School located in the Income Tax Building, Kolkata 

By 
Nikhiles Mukhopadhyay 

 
Both me and my wife, Dolly had been donating to the Street Children International  (SCI) in New York for 
quite a few years. In late December of 2017, I contacted Dr. Maya Sarkar, a friend of ours, and discussed the        
possibility of visiting one of the Street Children International facilities during my visit to Kolkata. She             
suggested that we visit the Udbhas morning school (Monday to Friday 7 AM to 9 AM) in the parking lot of 
the Income Tax building next to Dakhinapan Shopping Complex in south Kolkata that is not far from our 
home in Kidderpore.  Both of us discussed in length about the many projects supported in Kolkata by Street 
Children International.  

 

In January of 2018, me and my wife visited Kolkata and 
kept in the back of our mind that we would be visiting the 
Udbhas School for the Street Children International in           
Kolkata. Upon arrival in Kolkata, I called Mr. Barun Ghosh 
(local liaison and program manager of the school) and           
discussed Street Children International programs. I also 
came to know that Barunda is an alumni of the engineering 
school of the Jadavpur University and is about 10 years 
senior to me. After a successful professional career, he had 
been devoting all his time in Udbhas  and other programs  
programs supported by Street Children International.  

It was an unannounced visit. We met several teachers              
(who work at a minimum token wage or for free) teaching 
various classes (age ranging from 4 to 12 years boys and 
girls) from the local slum area. Students are provided with 
breakfast everyday that is sponsored by donors from India 

and overseas. Students appeared to be very interested in 
learning. I came to know that since its inception some of the 

children from these schools  graduated with first division and entered colleges and technical institutes. I  
observed the dire need for a permanent school facility since the present set up in the parking lot faces        
various obstacles and limitations from the building management. We also talked about the need for               
additional financial support to expand the various programs. 

 

Overall, it was quite an enjoyable and emotional visit to see that 
our donations are well spent and well managed by the Street 
Children International team and these under privileged kids are 
seeing a bright future at the end of the tunnel. In closing, I must 
say that Street Children International will always have our               
continued  support and presence in the future.  I also urge that 
more and more people get involved with such philanthropic  
projects like Street Children International and become motivated 
to make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged children.   

Students of Udbhas studying in their              

pavement  school held in the parking lot  



 

 

Annual Fundraising Event for Street Children International  

 Street Children International’s annual fundraising program includes a multi-cultural event featuring 

music, dance, multimedia presentations, and a slide show depicting the SCI-supported schools. Testi-

monials from the pavement school children provide a glimpse into SCI’s continued effort to support 

education, nutrition, clothing, and basic needs of well-being that ensures the children’s survival in a 

cleaner and healthier way.  

 

Music Performance at SCI’s Annual          

Fundraiser Program, 2017 

Members at SCI’s Annual Fundraising Event in New York, Sept 17, 2017 




