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My Visit to SCI-Sponsored Schools 

By: Keshav Maheshwari 

When I heard about Street Children International for the first time, I was surprised to learn that the organization was supporting 
children in both the United States as well as in India. After hearing stories about these children and the struggles they have faced,  
I was determined to meet some of these awe-inspiring children myself. 

On a crisp January day earlier this year, I had the opportunity to accompany Meghmala aunty (SCI’s current Vice President) to visit 
a few SCI-sponsored schools in Kolkata, India. We visited four schools located mostly in the slum areas. The children were already 
going through the day’s lesson when we arrived. As I entered the classroom, I was immediately drawn to their joyful expression 
and the look of excitement as they welcomed the visitors. They recited poems in Bengali and answered our questions about their 
aspirations for the future.  Most children seemed very hopeful about picking a career of their choice. As I spoke with some of 
these children and took photos with them, it occurred to me that many of us, despite being so privileged, think that we have so 
little to be happy for while those who are truly underprivileged have the widest smiles. Each child looked so excited to see me, 
and their infectious smiles made my day.  

This visit led me to a realization of my own actions. I felt my challenges were nothing compared to the ones these children have 
learned to overcome. As a young man who is going through the process  
college admission, I began to reflect on  how important it is to not take life 
for granted. In my own life, I am determined not to waste any of the op-
portunities to learn, grow, and help others. Whenever I face difficulties in 
my own life, I will remember the earnest smiles of these children and 
know that if they can persevere through their circumstances and achieve 
success, so can I.   

 

 

 

Keshav Maheshwari with the children during his visit to one of the 
schools supported by SCI. 

Fundraising for Street Children International 

Street Children International’s annual fundraising program includes a multi-cultural event featuring music, dance, multimedia 
presentations, and a slide show depicting the SCI-supported schools. Testimonials from the pavement school children provide 
a glimpse into SCI’s continued effort to support education, nutrition, clothing, and basic needs of well-being that ensures the 
children’s survival in a cleaner and healthier way. 

 






